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DEPT PASS AGRICULTURE FOR SEC. BUTZ OFFICE 
BEIRUT FOR AGATT PITCHER 

CAIRO FOR JOHN WEIDERT WITH SEC. BUTZ PARTY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OVIP (BUTZ, EARL) 

SUB J : VISIT OF SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE TO SYRIA 

REF: A. DAMASCUS 2587 
B. WEIDERTAVRIGHT TELCON NOV. 8 

1. AS PROMISED PARA. 6, REF. A. FOLLOWING ARE DRAFT ARRIVAL 
AND DEPARTURE REMARKS FOR CONSIDERATION BY SECRETARY BUTZ. 
TRANSLATOR WILL BE AVAILABLE AT AIRPORT TO TRANSLATE REMARKS. 
IT IS NOT YET DEFINITE WHETHER PRESS WILL BE PRESENT. 

2. ARRIVAL: 

I WISH TO SAY HOW HAPPY I AM TO BE IN SYRIA, A 
LAND WITH SUCH A LONG HISTORY OF AGRICULTURAL 
ACHIEVEMENT. I AM PARTICULARLY HAPPY TO BE HERE 
AT THIS TIME, FOLLOWING THE INAUGURATION OF THE 
FIRST WORLD FOOD CONFERENCE. I FEEL THE ROME 
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THAT THE GROWING FOOD NEEDS OF THE WORLD CAN BE 

MET. I LOOK FORWARD TO EXCHANGING VIEWS WITH 

YOU. MR. MINISTER, AND YOUR COLLEAGUES IN THE GOVERNMENT 

OF SYRIA. 

3. DEPARTURE: 

I WAS TOLD TO EXPECT WARM HOSPITALITY FROM THE 
SYRIANS, AND I NOW KNOW WHY ONE OF MY COLLEAGUES, 
SECRETARY KISSINGER, COMES HERE AS OFTEN AS HE 
DOES. I FOUND THIS OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN ABOUT 
THE AGRICULTURE OF SYRIA VERY ENLIGHTENING, AND I 
FULLY SHARE THE OPTIMISM I HAVE OBSERVED ABOUT THE 
FUTURE OF THIS NATION S AGRICULTURAL POTENTIAL. 

AGAIN, MRS. BUTZ, MY COLLEAGUES AND I WISH TO 
THANK PRESIDENT ASAD, MINISTER ABOU-OMAR, AND THE 
GOVERNMENT OF SYRIA FOR THE VERY WARM WELCOME THEY 
HAVE GIVEN TO US. 

MURPHY 
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